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"I have no use for thoughts and ideas, such as those described in this lecture,
until experiments turn them into fact; and my only excuse for such an account of
ideas is a compelling desire to initiate experiments to answer the questions I have
suggested. You will agree that the mysteries of the lymphatic system fall in well
with such a compulsion, and if some of you have been infected by its problems, I
shall have left you as the founder of this series would have wished."
MARGARET A. KENNARD.
NEURAL MECHANISMS IN POLIOMYELITIs. By Howard A.
Howe and David Bodian. Commonwealth Fund, New York, 1942.
vii'+ 234 pp. $3.50.
This monograph is an interesting exposition of the results of an experi-
mental study aimed at an analysis of the relation between the poliomyelitis
virus and the nervous system. Although the main body of the book is devoted
to this specific problem, attention is also given to the mechanism by which the
virus is transmitted from individual to individual and the interactions between
the virus and the host tissues.
In a series of chapters which present in great detail their findings, the
authors come to the conclusion that the virus attacks primarily the neurone
itself and that it migrates along the axone at the rate of approximately two to
three millimeters per hour. The portal of entry in the rhesus monkey is via the
olfactory system, but in the higher primates, and probably in man, there is
added the oral cavity and the intestinal tract. A discussion of the mechanisms
by means of which the virus reaches the neurones leads to the conclusion that
too little is known about this problem to yield a positive answer at this time.
The question of immunity is discussed at some length and leads to the con-
clusion that little more can be added to the prevailing view that circulating
antibodies have little protective effect on the nervous system. On the other
hand, previous invasion confers a high degree of protection to the damaged
region. However, there seems to be little evidence that one strain offers any
protection against another strain.
The authors have done an excellent job of clarifying the confused story
of poliomyelitis and have pointed out in a significant manner the lines along
which future attacks must be made. The unsolved problems seem to be the
mechanism by which the virus reaches the nervous system and the methods
which can be employed to limit the spread within the nervous system.
H. S. BURR.
THE HERITAGE OF CONNECTICUT MEDICINE. Herbert Thoms,
editor. Published for the Connecticut State Medical Society, New
Haven, Conn., 1942. 209 pp. + appendix. $3.
"The consideration of the weight of duty that lieth upon us, to com-
memorize to future generations the memorable passages of God's provi-